IO                                          A  NEW  ACCOUNT

coming one Day to dine with me, I treated them, and the rest of my
Company, with that Persia Wine., which they all praised, and askt me
where I got it. I told them, that, knowing that good Wines would be
scarce at Bengal that Year, I had provided a good Quantity at Surat, from
whence 1 had come that Season, Every one begged that I would spare
them some Chests, which I condescended, to do as a Favour, and next
Day sent them what they wanted, at double the Price the Owner de-
manded for it, while he had it, and so got off above 120 Chests, which
enabled Mr. Pemn to satisfy most of his Creditors.

Sheldon provided a Stock and Freight for Penin to Persia, and put on
board some rotten long Pepper, that he could dispose of no other Way,
and some damaged Gunnies, which are much in Use in Persia for embaling
Goods, when they are good m their Kind; but, nolens volens, Pernn must
take them, and sign Bills of Loading for good well conditioned Goods;
and yet, after he was ready to sail, he had been stopt, if he could not raise
the Sum of 2500 Rupees, to discharge a Bill, that, at that Time, became
due, and was indorsed to Sheldon. I also helped him out of that Difficulty,
and took his Bond for the Sum, bearing Interest from the Date, at the
current Interest of i per Cent, per Mensem., so Petnn proceeded on his
Voyage to Persia, but called at Calecut in his Way Home again, and laid
up his Ship there, and took Protection of a Nqyei, with the full Hand of
11 ooo L. Sterl. of Bengal Money, and wrote to Mr. Sheldon., that he might
keep his former Bond, and he would take Care of his Part of the Stock in
his Hands. He also wrote to me, that he would take particular Care to
reimburse me, but, in a short Time after, he died, and his Effects came
into the English Chief's Hands, who detained them several Years, denying
that ever he had any, till Governor Boone came to the Government of
Bombay in 1715. and then he made a lame Account. I have been so prolix
and particular in this Story, that it may form an Idea of the Deformity
and dismal Image of Tyranny and Villany supported by a Power, that
neither divine nor human Laws have Force enough to bridle or restrain.

The Company's Colony is limited by a Land-mark at Governapore, and
another near Barnagul, about six Miles distant; and the Salt-water Lake
bounds it on the Land Side. It may contain, in all, about 10 or 12000
Souls; and the Company's Revenues are pretty good, and well paid. They
rise from Ground-rents and Consulage on all Goods imported and ex-
ported by British Subjects; but all Nations besides are free from Taxes.